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raised the minimum wage. And study after
study shows that a raise in the minimum
wage is good not only for working families;
it’s good for our entire economy, especially
at a time of labor shortages when we want
to increase incentives for all Americans who
can, to find work.

So this time, unlike the last time, the con-
gressional majority knows better than to
speak against raising the minimum wage.
This time, instead of arguing the facts, the
leadership is playing legislative games, stall-
ing action, and stifling debate. Already, these
delays have cost the minimum wage worker
more than $900 in hard-earned pay. To para-
phrase Shakespeare, they’ve come to bury
the minimum wage, not to raise it.

For working Americans, the wait grows
longer. As recently as this week, the majority
in Congress was still talking about raising the
minimum wage, but they couldn’t bring
themselves to actually do it. In the last hours
before their recess, they were still working
overtime to give tax breaks to the tiniest,
wealthiest fraction of America’s families and
still doing nothing for the 10 million people
who would benefit from a boost in the min-
imum wage.

This weekend Republican leaders gather
in Philadelphia. From their seats inside the
convention hall, I hope they’ll stop a moment
to think of Americans outside that hall—
Americans working in the restaurants, the
shops, the hotels of Philadelphia, working
hard for the minimum wage.

If Republican leaders really want to make
their compassion count, they ought to join
me in getting back to business and raising
the minimum wage. I hope the majority will
join the Democrats to seize this moment, to
stop the delays, to work with me to help our
working families.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:03 p.m. on
July 28 in Room 606 at Barrington High School,
Barrington, RI, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July
29. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 28 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Remarks at a Luncheon for Hillary
Clinton in New York City
July 29, 2000

Thank you. First of all, I would like to
thank all of you for making us feel so wel-
come. In particular, I thank you, Albert Kwak
and John Ha and Gilliam Kim, for your words
and your support. I would also like to thank
those of you in the audience who worked so
hard on this event, especially Janet Lee,
thank you, and my good friend Tony George
from Cleveland. I thank Lee Ho-Yeon for the
song. Wasn’t the song beautiful? Let’s give
her another hand for the beautiful singing.
[Applause]

I want to say just a couple of things, if
I might, today. First of all, I appreciate the
previous remarks by Gilliam Kim about the
relationship of the United States and Korea
and South Korea during my time. I have
been to Korea many times to see the people,
the leaders, and the United States forces
there. We have worked very hard to encour-
age the new direction in North Korea and
to support President Kim as he has worked
to break down the barriers of the past and
to build a more peaceful future. And I cer-
tainly hope it will be successful.

I feel very good about what has been done,
and I appreciate the support that this new
direction has received from other nations in
the area. So I hope you will all keep your
fingers crossed and keep working for it, be-
cause it would be a very good thing to make
the future in the 21st century safer for all
of the children of the Korean Peninsula and
all of Asia.

The second thing I would like to say is
that I have worked very hard for these last
8 years to make America a place open and
welcoming to all immigrants, a place of gen-
uine opportunity that supported people who
worked hard and took care of their families
and contributed to their communities.

I have worked against discrimination
against all people who come to America from
other countries, and I’ve tried to remind our
fellow Americans that all of us came here
from somewhere else. Even our native popu-
lations once crossed a landmass that no
longer exists between the Northwest United
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States and the northeastern part of Asia. So
I welcome you here, and I thank you for your
participation in this event.

The last thing I would like to say is that
I heartily endorse what was said earlier by
Mr. Kim about hate crimes. You know, even
though America has made great progress in
overcoming our past of discrimination on the
basis of race or ethnic origin or religion, we
still have instances in our country where peo-
ple are subject to discrimination. And we all
know it. We can remember by name some
of the victims: James Byrd, dragged to death
in Texas; Matthew Shepard, stretched out on
a fence in Wyoming. We know that a former
basketball coach in Chicago was killed be-
cause of his race. We know that a young
Korean Christian was killed walking out of
a church by a fanatic who said he belonged
to a church that did not believe in God but
believed in the supremacy of his race.

We know, thankfully, these people are a
very small minority in our country, but we
know they have to be rebuked and stopped.
And that is why we support the hate crimes
legislation. Hate crimes are not like other
crimes. People are singled out for victimhood
simply because they belong to a certain race
or a certain religion. In California not very
long ago, a bunch of little Jewish children
were shot at just because they were going
into their school, and a Filipino postal worker
was killed because he was Filipino and be-
cause he worked for the Federal Govern-
ment.

There are very few of these people in our
country, thank goodness, but we should pass
hate crimes legislation to make it clear that
we will not tolerate discrimination against
people simply because of who they are. And
I hope all of you will support that.

Now, looking ahead to the future, let me
say that I think that Korean-Americans can
have a big impact on this election, in New
York and in the United States, if you are will-
ing to participate, not—yes by coming to
fundraisers, and we thank you for that—but
also by reminding Americans of what an im-
portant occasion this election is. In great de-
mocracies, people tend to make good deci-
sions in times of crisis because they know
that there is trouble all around and that
change is required. In 1992 the American

people gave me a chance to be President,
because there was trouble all around and
they knew we had to change.

But sometimes when things are going very
well—when the economy is in good shape,
when, as you said, there are fewer people
on welfare, when crime is down, when we
are moving toward greater peace in the
world—people may think there is no con-
sequence to the election; there are no dif-
ferences between the candidates; everything
comes wrapped up in a pretty package; and
no one takes the trouble to open it to see
what’s inside in terms of what an election
is about.

And the reason I say you can make a con-
tribution is, it is the nature of immigrants
to the United States from Korea, as you
pointed out, to work hard, to try to strength-
en family and community, and to always
think about the future in good times as well
as tough times.

Democracies tend to make some of their
worst mistakes, if you look throughout
human history, not in the tough times but
in the good times—in the good times. Why?
Because it’s easy to stop concentrating. It’s
easy to stop working. It’s easy to stop trying.
It’s easy to be fooled into thinking that there
are no serious consequences to a choice.

So my message to you today is that I be-
lieve that Hillary decided to run for the Sen-
ate here because she knew how serious this
election was, because she had spent all of
her life as an adult working for children and
families and better education and health
care. She wrote a best selling book and gave
away 100 percent of the profits to children’s
charities because she thinks that that’s the
most important issue for anybody’s future
and because she understood that we had
worked for 8 years to turn the country
around. And we’re moving in the right direc-
tion, but now we have the chance of a life-
time to build the future of our dreams for
our children.

The only thing I worry about in this elec-
tion, the only thing, is that people will either
believe it doesn’t make much difference be-
cause times are going along so well—what
difference does it make who gets elected
President or who gets elected to the Senate
or who gets elected to the Congress, or that
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because things are going along so well and
our opponents are making such a determined
and clever effort to blur the differences, that
they simply won’t understand what the dif-
ferences are.

So I ask you not only to support us in this
way, as you have today, and within the Ko-
rean-American community, but to talk to
other people in this country with whom you
come in contact and remind them that good
times are great blessings that impose special
responsibilities and that we may never have
another chance to have an election where we
can pick people and policies that will build
the most brilliant future we can imagine, that
elections are decisions by voters and citizens
which have far-reaching consequences on
how we will live and that the good times elec-
tion are as big a test of our judgment and
our values and our national character as the
tough times election.

Let me just give you a couple of examples.
Beginning with the Vice President, and in-
cluding Hillary and all of our Democrats, we
think our economic policy is pretty good. We
think it works for America, and we think it
should be continued and intensified in the
years ahead. What do I mean by that?

We want to give the American people a
tax cut that we can afford based on what we
think our surpluses will be in the years ahead,
to help people educate their children, pay
for child care, pay for long-term care for the
elderly and disabled, save for retirement. We
want to save some money to invest in edu-
cation and health care and scientific and
technological research. And we want to keep
paying down the national debt until America
is out of debt, to keep interest rates low so
people like you can borrow money to start
businesses, to buy homes, to send your chil-
dren to college at lower interest rates. That’s
our policy.

Their policy is to say to the American peo-
ple, ‘‘We have a projected surplus over the
next 10 years of $2 trillion. It is your money.
You worked for it, and we are going to give
it all back to you right now.’’

Now, that sounds very good. What is the
problem with it? It is a projected surplus.
So if we cut taxes right now by the amount
of money we think we’re going to have over
the next 10 years, we will cut taxes whether

the money comes in or not, and we will have
no money for education, for health care, for
investment in the future. And we will not
pay this debt off, and then, if the projected
income figures are wrong, we’ll be back in
deficits, making the same mistakes we were
making 8 years ago when the American peo-
ple gave me a chance to change this country.
That is the big economic issue.

Their policies will raise interest rates. Our
policies will keep them lower. Our policies
will give people an effective tax cut of hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in lower home
mortgage rates, lower business loan rates,
lower college loan rates, lower car payment
rates—clear choice; huge difference. Most
people don’t know it yet. You can help.

We have differences in education policy,
in health care policy. We want everybody to
have affordable health insurance that they
can buy. We want older people on Medicare
to be able to buy prescription drugs. We want
to lengthen the life of Social Security and
Medicare so that when all of the people in
the so-called baby boom generation retire,
we do not impose a burden on our children
and their ability to raise our grandchildren.

We want to have a country where the
streets are safe for people to walk. We have
a much lower crime rate now than we did
when I took office. But I’m sure you believe
it’s still too high—huge difference in the two
parties, from the Presidency to the Senate
candidates to the Congress, on what we
would do.

We believe there are still too many crimi-
nals and children who have handguns, and
it leads to too much violence. We believe
that we should strengthen our laws in that
regard, to do more rigorous background
checks on people who try to buy guns. We
think if someone buys a handgun, they ought
to get a license like you do with a car, that
says you have passed a background check and
you understand how to use the gun safely.
They strongly disagree with it.

It’s a big choice. There is no point in pre-
tending that there is not a difference here
and that it won’t have consequences. So these
are just some of the issues that I wanted to
bring up. We favor the hate crimes legisla-
tion, broad and inclusive. Their leadership
is opposed to it—big difference.
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So what I ask you to do is, number one,
keep being a good example for all Americans
with your work ethic and your strong families
and your contributions to community; num-
ber two, thank you for being here to help
Hillary; she will be the most outstanding ad-
vocate New York could possibly have for chil-
dren and families, for jobs and health care
and education; number three, remind your
fellow Americans not to go to sleep this elec-
tion year, that what you do in good times
is just as important, maybe more important,
as what you do in bad times in an election,
that elections are choices with real con-
sequences.

I am absolutely convinced if the American
people and the people in New York clearly
understand it’s a big election, there are big
differences, and what the differences are,
that Hillary will be the next Senator; Vice
President Gore will be the next President;
and America’s best days are still ahead. That’s
what I believe.

Now I would like to introduce the First
Lady, my wife, by telling you that, as far as
I know, I have now run my last race. I will
never be a candidate for anything again. I
will spend my time helping other people to
run for office and to serve our country.

I have had, since I was a very young man,
the opportunity to work with literally hun-
dreds of people in public life who were run-
ning for office, first helping them to get elect-
ed, then getting elected myself. Now I am
returning to my original role as a citizen.

Of all the hundreds of people I have
known, including many Presidents and can-
didates for President, I have never known
anyone who had the same combination of in-
telligence and passion and knowledge and
ability to get things done for children, for
families, for education, for health care, than
my wife does.

She has never presented herself for public
office before. She’s spent 30 years working
for other people and other causes before they
were popular, when no one else paid atten-
tion to them. And I frankly am grateful that
she has been given the chance by the people
of New York to run for the Senate, and I
hope for the sake of this State and the chil-
dren of our country that she will have a
chance to serve, because she can do things

and she knows things that no one else now
in our public life can do and know, just be-
cause of the life she has lived.

It is a very good thing that she is doing,
although I’d just as soon we were out relaxing
somewhere. [Laughter] I am glad that she
wants to do it. I am glad that you’re helping
her, and I hope you will help her every day
between now and November, because it’s the
best thing that could possibly happen for the
people and the future of New York and for
our country.

Please bring my wife up now to the floor.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
Empire Room at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to luncheon host Albert
N. Kwak; John Sehe Jong Ha, president, Korean
American Senior Citizens Society of New York;
Gilliam Kim, president, Korean American Asso-
ciation of America; and President Kim Dae-jung
of South Korea. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Luncheon in Chicago,
Illinois
July 30, 2000

Well, thank you all for being here today.
I’m delighted to be in this beautiful new res-
taurant. One of the owners of this restaurant,
Phil Stefani, is a good friend of mine, and
in honor of my coming, he went to Rome.
[Laughter] I don’t know what it means, but
it’s probably a pretty good choice. [Laughter]

I want to thank Senator Dick Durbin, one
of the finest human beings and one of the
bravest people and one of the most eloquent
people who has served in the United States
Congress in my adult lifetime, since I’ve been
covering. He is an extraordinary human
being, and I’m grateful that he is my friend,
and I thank him.

Thank you, Mr. President Middleton, and
thank you, Fred Baron, Leo Boyle, Anthony
Tarricone, all the other members of the
ATLA, for being here today. I want to thank
all the candidates who have come here today.
And I know—Fred told me he’d already in-
troduced them, but this is a very interesting

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 02:08 Aug 09, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD07AU00.000 ATX006 PsN: ATX006


